Room Familiarization – Perimeter Search
The video clip opens with Cheri DeLyria introducing herself as an Orientation and Mobility instructor at the Washington State School for the Blind along with her student Jacquie. Jacquie likewise introduces herself and explains that she will attend public high school in 2007 and is learning her way around one of the classrooms and other places in the school that she needs to know about.

Mrs. DeLyria explains: The familiarization process is a really important thing to do for blind and visually impaired students especially before school starts before all the hoards of students start packing the hallways and the classrooms as well as a follow-up after all the students at the school. And so today we are going to go through the familiarization process. She invites us to join her and Jacquie.

Mrs. DeLyria starts in the commons area of the high school and takes Jacquie directly to Mr. Brown’s room. She turns to Jacquie and says, “Well Jacquie here we are at Mr. Brown’s room so what I would like you to do is look at the signage. It’s on the left side of the door and you can orient yourself to the room number and there’s also a room name.”

Jacquie reads the Braille available on the door signage: “It says Faculty, slash, Student Government 501.”

They open the door and enter the room. Mrs. DeLyria explains, “Here we are in Mr. Brown’s classroom, he teaches biology and health. So you’re going to need to get familiar with this room knowing where the student desks are, where the teacher desk is. We’re going to start out with the perimeter search where you’re going to go around the outside edges of the classroom using your upper hand protection just in case there’s anything hanging from the ceiling or protruding from the wall.” Jacquie raises her hand over her face to provide protection before moving around the room. Mrs. DeLyria gives her instructions to move to her right.

With her hand out in front of her face and using her cane to reach out in front of herself Jacqui quickly locates tables and chairs. 
Mrs. DeLyria asks:  “OK, so you notice the length of the table?”
Jacquie reaches out and moves her hands over the surfaces. She responds, “Very long table.” 

Continuing along to her right she taps something on her right with her cane. Jacquie assumes from the metal, hollow sound that it is a garbage can. Mrs. DeLyria is encouraging and states: “Very good – ok. Now we’re at the corner and we’re turning the corner.” 

Jacquie finds some new objects that she feels with her hands. “These are... they feel like a washer and dryer.” She is right but she questions, “Why is there a washer and dryer in the classroom?” There seems to be no answer to that question – she will have to ask Mr. Brown in the fall. 

Jacquie continues on and next encounters a filing cabinet that she can identify by touch.  

Tapping with her cane she touches something that sounds like a door, and reconfirms her guess with a touch, she also notices it has a lock.

Jacquie finds another cabinet on her right and bumps into an open cabinet door with her raised hand and states, “There’s a cupboard.” 

Mrs. DeLyria tells Jacquie to close the door and to notice which way the door moves so that she can repeat the task the next time she is in the room. Jacquie moves the door and reaches inside to see what is stored on the shelves. She finds books and Mrs. DeLyria explains they are text books. Now Jacquie knows where she can find the textbooks if she had to get them for her classmates. 

Running her hand across the counter Jacquie finds another book down here along with some tape and a sink.  

Mrs. DeLyria directs, “Close that door on that cabinet and tell me where the sink is.” Jacquie moves backwards and locates the sink with her hand finding the paper towel holder above it. Jacquie notes, “There’s a big pile of paper towels on it.” Jacquie continues to explore the sink area and finds a soap dispenser to the left of the sink and mounted on the wall.  

Moving on Jacquie locates another cabinet and a second garbage can.
Mrs. DeLyria has Jacquie stop and says, “I would like you to just stop here for a minute and reach up.” 
“A TV,” Jacquie states. 

They notice there is a TV monitor in this corner of the room.
Jacquie moves her hands over the TV and notices it says Sharp on it in print, furthermore that somebody wrapped the rest of the TV stand in paper.

Having reached the end of this wall Jacquie leads off and turns the corner. 

Jacquie says, “There’s paper and a whiteboard.”
Felling along the length of the whiteboard Jacquie bumps into something. 
Mrs. DeLyria questions, “...and what do we have there?”
Jacquie states, “A big squishy screen.”
Mrs. DeLyria asks, “Good and what might that screen be for? “
Jacquie notes that there should be an overhead projector and document camera a few feet away from it. 
Stepping forward Jacquie feels something under her foot and realizes there is a cord stretched across the floor, something to remember when she comes back to this room so she won’t get tripped up. 
Jacquie continues to trail her hand along the wall and locates papers pinned to the wall and the edge of a piece of material hanging there as well. Jacquie recognizes the fabric as the American flag. Now she knows which way to face when doing the morning flag salute. 

Moving once again Jacquie inadvertently lets her hand fall away from her face and bumps into a wall mounted TV. Mrs. DeLyria stops her and pulling her back reminds her to keep herself safe by having her hand up before she starts out again. She steps out again and reaches the TV, this time with her hand and not her head. Mrs. DeLyria asks Jacquie how many TV’s there are in the room. Jacquie remembers two and also notes that they both are located in the corners of the room. 

Hand up and cane in front of her Jacquie locates a third wall covered in paper and taps another metal garbage can. She then finds a chair in her way. Reaching out and tracing a hand across the chair she notes that it rolls and is cloth covered – she rightly judges that she has come to the teacher’s desk area. 
She rounds the corner and trails the wall to a door – she is right back where she started. 
Mrs. DeLyria exclaims, “So you completed the perimeter search.”
Let’s move on to exploring the middle of the room.
